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COVID Briefing 

At the time of writing (29th March) COVID infections in our district are rising significantly. The official 
infection rate stands at 978 cases per 100,000 of population. However, as there are no longer any 
legal requirements to carry out tests or provide information about positive tests, the actual infection 
rate is likely to be considerably higher. 
 
Although the number of patients admitted to Essex hospitals because of COVID remains low, the 
number of in-patients who actually have COVID has risen by 28% in the last week. 
 
Our local hospitals have again stopped all visiting, but special arrangements will be in place (at this 
time) in respect of maternity and end-of-life. Anyone hoping to visit a patient are advised to check the 
hospital’s web site. 
 
Ukrainian Refugees 

Tendring Council is working with the County Council and local sponsors to accommodate refugees, 

displaced by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. TDC is supporting those local residents who have been 

approved as sponsors for Ukrainian families. On the 29th March, Tendring District Council condemned 

the actions of Russia in Ukraine. The authority unanimously passed a motion at its meeting showing 

its solidarity with the Ukrainian people. In full the motion reads: “Tendring District Council 

unreservedly condemns the unprovoked aggression of Russia in invading Ukraine and stands in 

solidarity with the Ukrainian people and supports the British Government in its diplomatic and 

economic measures against the Russian State.” TDC Leader Neil Stock OBE proposed the motion, 

saying: “We all know how appalling the situation is there, we already have numbers of people arriving 

in Essex and this district, and I’m hugely impressed by the humanity shown by the people here. We 

have done this before here, with the Kindertransport when the people of Harwich opened their hearts 

to people fleeing a similar situation some 80 years ago. A situation we probably never thought we 

would see again. A number of councillors from different political groups spoke in favour of the motion, 

which was carried unanimously. It was the first full council meeting since the invasion began more 

than a month ago. Clacton Town Hall has been lit up in blue and yellow – the colours of the Ukrainian 

flag since the invasion. 

Financial Help for HGV Training 

Some limited funding is being provided by Tendring District Council to support jobseekers in the area 

to train as lorry drivers. 

The council is providing £15,000 to pay for the Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) training for at least five 

residents, and is working with both the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to identify people 

for the training, and lorry firms in terms of recruitment. 

The scheme, being delivered in partnership with Essex County Council, means training provision is in 

place locally where national initiatives are not active. 



Lorry drivers are vitally important to our economy, both here in Tendring and nationally, whether as 

part of food supply chains, driving recycling lorries, or much more besides. This is a key sector for 

TDC to support. 

The funding will be available for those in receipt of Universal Credit, with candidates identified by the 

DWP as part of their ongoing work supporting claimants into employment. Some other councils in 

Essex are also supporting similar schemes. 

The Cross Inn & Restaurant 

As you are aware the Cross Inn, at Horsley Cross closed during the early stages of the pandemic and 

has not reopened. I have been in contact with the owner of the premises and he has stated that he 

has every intention of reopening the Public House, but has been unable to secure a suitable tenant. 

These are extremely uncertain times to embark upon a new business venture, but this is a valued 

local amenity, which we certainly do not want to lose. It is an opportunity for the right people. If you 

know of anyone who is interested in this tenancy, I can put them in touch with the owner. 

Calendar events across Tendring 

The 23rd and 24th April will see the return of the Corbeau Seats motor rally – forming the first round of 

the British Rally Championship – which this year sees the introduction of a new twilight stage on day 

one along Clacton seafront, perfect for spectators, as well as the usual stages and two spectator 

areas around the rest of Tendring. 

It has also been announced that a round of the Cycle Tour Series will hit the streets of Clacton on 19th 

May, seeing pro cyclists take on laps of the town centre in a fast-paced and viewer-friendly event. 

In the height of the summer, it will be all eyes to the skies for the return of the Clacton Airshow with a 

full programme. Now in its 29th year the Airshow is taking place over 25th and 26th August with twilight 

flights on day one. There are ongoing negotiations with the Red Arrows about appearing on both days 

– with the RAF display team already including the event on its initial calendar for the year. 

 
Local Planning Appeals and Applications 

Mistley Place Park  

Proposed development of land to provide Retirement Living accommodation comprising 42 

apartments and 10 bungalows with associated amenity and landscaping, landscaping improvements 

to Mistley Place Park, new access to New Road, and associated works (revised drawings and 

supporting statements received 20/12/2021.  

Full refusal (30th March 2022). 
 
Alan Coley – District Councillor  
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Alan Coley, Carlo Guglielmi & Val Guglielmi     31st March 2022 

In an emergency which requires TDC’s assistance residents can contact the council’s Control 
Centre on 01255 222022, available 24/7.   

Fly Tipping - If anyone witnesses any fly tipping occurring, please contact TDC’s Waste 
Management Team on 01255 686768. To report a missed bin collection visit https://tendring-
self.achieveservice.com/. 
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