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20 January 2022    

Dear Charlotte, 

 We on the Mistley Village Hall Management Committee are reviewing our 

insurance cover for the Hall.   We would be grateful for some help from the Parish 

Council while we consider the best arrangement for us to have. 

 The Lease between the Parish Council and the Village Hall charity requires the 

Lessee (the Village Hall charity) “To keep insured at all times throughout 

the tenancy in the joint names of the Lessor and the Lessees the 

demised premises from loss or damage by fire in some insurance 

office of repute in a sum at least equivalent to the full 

reinstatement value for the time being of the demised premises ” 

(clause 3 (4)).   Our current insurance policy covers loss or damage by fire, but we 

are not sure that the reinstatement value is up to date. 

 The lease also requires the Village Hall charity “To keep the demised 

premises and all fixtures and additions to the said premises in good 

and substantial repair and condition” (clause 3 (3)), so it seems sensible 

to consider widening our insurance to include the structure and maintenance of the 

building and fittings as well.  It is our understanding that it is the Parish Council 

who currently insures the Hall building itself. 

 This review is an ongoing discussion within the committee.  No firm view has 

yet been taken.  In fact no view can be reached yet.  Without more information we 

can’t decide whether it would be a sensible option or not for the committee to take 

full responsibility for insuring the Hall.  We have to balance cost against 

convenience.  Recent experience with the damage to the Hall’s roof has exposed the 

difficulties of claiming on the Parish Council’s insurance in time to get the repairs 

done quickly enough to prevent further deterioration; it would have been much 

more straightforward had the roof been on our own insurance policy.  Cost, on the 

other hand may be a limiting factor. 

 Harry Quilter, one of our committee members, recently wrote to Susan your 

clerk requesting some information on the Council’s insurance policy which Susan 

had reservations about answering.   It would be helpful to us to have the details of 



your insurance of the building so that we can evaluate, in discussions with our 

insurance company, whether the cost of full insurance of the Hall would be able to 

be accommodated in our budget.  What for instance do you have as the current 

full reinstatement value of the Hall?   

 I would be very grateful if you could authorise your Clerk to answer any 

reasonable questions that Harry may ask her about the insurance of the Hall.   He is 

the committee member who is handling the insurance review.  If the Parish 

Council has any particular views on the suggestion that the Village Hall committee 

should take over the insurance of the structure of the building, we would of course 

be glad to hear them and to include them in our discussions. 

  

 All the best,  

 Rosemary 

 

Mrs. R.S.Smith 

Chairman 

Mistley Village Hall Management Committee.  

 

copy to Susan Clements, Mistley Parish Clerk 


