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INTRODUCING THE MANNINGTREE & DISTRICT / FRANKENBERG  

PARTNERSHIP ASSOCIATION [MDFPA] 
 

 

The Manningtree area has been twinned with Frankenberg in Germany since 1970.  

The original object of the partnership was - and still is today – to fulfil the wish of both  

towns and their surrounding villages, to get to know each other and so help foster good relations and better 

understanding between the peoples of both countries.  

 

The town of Frankenberg is in the state of Hessen, Germany, and traces its history 

back to the 13th century. It is situated on a hill which is crowned by the beautiful 

Liebfrauenkirche, forming a stunning landmark which can be spotted from afar. It is a 

historic but also bustling modern town which recently acquired a new railway station 

and, some would say, sadly, its first shopping  mall!  In 2019 it will celebrate 775 

years since its founding Charter, an event at which MDFPA will be represented.           

 

There have been regular exchange visits between Manningtree & District and 

Frankenberg over the years, with individual families hosting their visitors. While, this 

may sound like a daunting prospect, it almost always becomes a most enjoyable 

experience. It is through such close and personal connections that many firm and 

continuing friendships have been made, and no doubt will be made in the future.  

Exchange visits usually start on a Thursday evening and end on Sunday morning. They are always very 

sociable with outings to interesting places. 

    

To further strengthen the links between our towns, MDFPA, inaugurated in 2018 the Anna Foster Award for 

Achievements in German for Year 7 pupils at Manningtree High School. (Anna was a signatory to the original 

Charter, signed here in 1971.)  The Stour Choral Society (SCS) has developed strong links with their 

counterpart choir in Frankenberg (the Kantorei) and the combined choirs have given many concerts, both here 

and in Frankenberg. It is hoped to form links in the future between environmental groups and businesses. 

 

In May 2016 we welcomed a party from Frankenberg to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the Partnership. 

Nearly 50 members of the Partnership and of the Kantorei Choir arrived by coach in Manningtree. With 

outings, a Celebration Dinner and a Musical Soirée featuring both choirs it was the perfect way to show that 

there was plenty of life still in this 45-year-old friendship.  

 

In July 2017 members of the Partnership travelled to Frankenberg to celebrate our friendships with the town’s 

other Partners from Austria, France, Poland and Saxony and in July of this year a small delegation will attend  

the 775th anniversary of the town of Frankenberg in July 2019. 

 

Then, in 2020, came COVID which stopped all planned exchange visits, including the one which was to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Partners together with our friends from Frankenberg here in Manningtree. 

However, we are very hopeful that we will be able to welcome our friends from Frankenberg in Manningtree 

this year from 16 – 19 June. 

 

However, the Partnership is not just about exchange visits. Pre-Covid we always planned several social events 

in the course of the year, such as a New Year drinks party, a summer afternoon tea, a musical evening with 

supper, and more. We try to give most of these events a German flavour – and, talking of flavour, our German 

cakes at “Kaffee und Kuchen” afternoons with live music have been very popular indeed!  

 

We are a membership association and joining it is just one small step in the direction of supporting ongoing 

friendship with our European neighbours. Annual membership of the partnership is only £5 per person, and 

we would be delighted if you decided to join us.  
 

To join or for more info please contact our secretary 

dagmargrafton@gmail.com, 01255 870509 or 07891 963005. 

 

 


