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Dear Pat and Susan, 
 
Could I ask you to consider raising the following subject with your respective Parish Councils? I am a 
Manningtree resident. 
 
I recently rediscovered the excellent brochure entitled 'Manningtree, Mistley and Lawford - a local 
guide,' which was a joint project between our 3 communities produced in 2009, designed by Kath 
Lees. Since then, of course, much of its information has become outdated, but the brochure is so 
well-designed and attractive that I am convinced it deserves to be revised and relaunched. I think in 
the current climate, when Covid19 has had such an impact on the social and commercial life of our 
communities, an enterprise like this could be particularly effective in reviving some aspects of local 
life. 
 
I attach a Zip file with some images scanned from the 2009 brochure, which do not do it justice as 
the quality of the paper and the subtlety of colour make a big difference and are here rather lost in 
transcription - and I'm sorry some of the pages come out sideways. But nonetheless I hope it gives 
you an indication of the quality of this little publication, and why I think it deserves to be revived. I 
hope you do too, so could you raise it at a Council meeting? 
 
The designer, Kath Lees, is a professional artist and indeed publisher, who has exhibited at the Royal 
Academy as well as locally, and the standard of her work is very high. I have contacted her informally 
to ask whether she might in principle be available to revise the brochure, with a positive response. 
She would be able to produce in the forthcoming weeks an estimate of her costs for drafting the 
revised version, if that were to be wanted. 
 
She reports that a print run of 7,000 was created for the previous edition, but I think that it would 
probably be advisable to think about a higher figure this time around, since our population has 
increased.  
(For example, to add a brochure like this to the 'Welcome' pack for the local new-build houses would 
be a very good way of helping newcomers engage with our communities and integrate themselves 
more swiftly.) The cost of producing the brochure was borne by its advertisers - and if you think this 
is a useful project, I would be willing to volunteer some time and energy in contacting the local 
businesses to promote a new edition in advance. The Manningtree Business Chamber has already 
expressed an interest. 
 
I copy in Sharon Barker for Manningtree Town Council for info - and I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Polly Plowman 
 
71 South Street, Manningtree 
 
07792 986403 
 


