
Enquiry: Filming The Old Knobbly Tree 
 
26/01/22 
 
Dear Susan,  
 
I hope this finds you well.  
 
I work for Focal Point Gallery, a visual art gallery based in Southend-on-Sea, Essex (funded by Arts 
Council England and Southend-on-Sea Borough Council). I’m currently working with artist Elsa James 
on a new exhibition which will open in June 2022. As part of this exhibition, the artist is working on a 
new film commission which will be filmed across Essex. The artist would like to film on location at 
The Old Knobbley Tree, and I’m therefore contacting you to obtain the necessary permissions to do 
so. To give you some context, the project is a response to the experience of black people in Essex, 
responding to specific historical narratives to create a contemporary vision and future for the 
county. More information can be found here: https://www.fpg.org.uk/exhibition/elsa-james/ - 
specifically, we would like to film in this location in relation to its history associated with the Essex 
witch trials.  
 
This would be a very small-scale production which would not inhibit access by members of the public 
or cause any disruption or damage to the natural environment. The shoot would only involve filming 
a person walking through the landscape, taking place over a small area. Of course, we’d like to 
obtain the necessary permissions to ensure we meet all of your requirements and stipulations, but 
really hope we are able to film in this incredible environment. Just so you’re aware, we’d ideally like 
to film in March or April of this year. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Kind Regards,  
 
James  
 
James Ravinet 
Assistant Curator 
Pronouns: He/Him 
Focal Point Gallery 
01702 212932 
www.fpg.org.uk 
www.radicalessex.uk 
 
 
Thank you. Just to emphasise, the final film will be exhibited at our gallery in June of this year and 
will available for all members of public to attend for free over an extended period. Should our 
request be permitted by the parish council, we will ensure you are rightfully credited, and that 
associated information the tree is available during the exhibition.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
Kind Regards,  
James  
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