
WeCare Wildlife Rescue Grant Request 
23/11/21 
 
Dear Ms Clements, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of WeCare Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Enterprise, a registered 
charity based in Brantham. We are seeking Mistley Parish Council’s support in funding a swan 
information board that we would like to locate on The Walls, at the spot where people like to feed 
the birds. 
 
Since WeCare was formed just over three years ago, we have cared for many sick and injured swans 
from the semi-tame flock that resides in the River Stour around Manningtree and Mistley. Last year, 
we raised funds for a winter feeding programme, as we were receiving many malnourished birds. 
We also observed that several swans were succumbing to bird ‘flu, because they lacked the strength 
to combat the virus. Our feeding programme, supplemented by what was being provided by Swan 
Watch, helped raise the health of the flock and reduced the number of sick birds coming to us to 
zero. With Swan Watch now disbanded, we are repeating the exercise this Winter and have 
successfully raised the funds to do so, with generous donations from both the public and local 
businesses. 
 
Many visitors come to the area because of the swans and the local community is proud of the 
association of Mistley and Manningtree with the birds and the historic links to the Edme maltings 
works. People like to feed the swans from the Walls, but this can sometimes lead to traffic and 
hygiene problems and, also, they may not be feeding them the most appropriate food. Whilst we 
welcome their kind intentions, we would like to raise awareness of the needs of the swans, the 
health and safety issues that people should be aware of and also the history of the flock and why the 
swans were attracted to the area in the first place.  
 
We would like to improve the way the public interact with the birds. We feel that we could be 
greatly aided in this by having an information board that displays this information. We would be 
grateful if the Parish Council could support us in this endeavour by providing funding for the 
information board. We would be grateful if you could bring this to their attention and look further to 
hearing from you further on this matter. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Stefaan Simons 
Communications Officer, WeCare Wildlife Rescue 
 
 
 


