
LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME – PRESENTATION 

 

All Local Councils want to serve their local communities to make a difference 
to the lives of the people who live and work in the Parish. This scheme offers 
Councils the opportunity to show that they meet the standards set by the 
sector and put in place the conditions for continued improvement. 
 

Within the Scheme are three levels of attainment: Foundation, Quality and 
Quality Gold.  This is a nationally accredited programme that provides Local 
Councils with the opportunity to ensure they are working to the highest 
standards and efficiency; the scheme sets out criteria at each of the three 
levels covering selected aspects of the Council’s work within the Governance, 
Community Engagement and Development of the council.  For each award 
level information is published online within the Council’s website and it is 
acknowledged that progression through the three levels raises standards. 
 

A Council of any size can aspire to an award appropriate for their budget and 
level of activity.  The scheme has been designed to both provide the tools and 
encouragement to those councils at the beginning of their improvement 
journey as well as recognising those that are at the cutting edge of the Sector. 
 

The community engagement element is always the most fun and Mistley 
excelled in this aspect with a bowls match – councillors vs. bowlers in May a 
biological project at Mistley Walls looking at bird behaviour by a university 
student, the setting up of a new working party for Swan Basin/Fountain where 
a volunteer group made holders for water lilies and now looking for grant 
monies to resurface Furze Hill car park. 
 

Mistley Parish Council achieved the Foundation award in September ’21. 
The accreditation is awarded by an Accreditation Panel of Clerks and 
Councillors working within the sector with the Panel Chairman giving a final 
judgement.  The Chairman’s comments were as follows: 
 

A comprehensive foundation application, congratulations to the clerk.  The content 
on the website goes beyond foundation level and it is good to see the interaction of 
Councillors. The overall standard of the application was excellent. The Council shows 
great promise to accredit to Quality level in due course.  It is good to see an 
explanation that we are the first tier of Government appearing on the home page of 
the website.  I note the good balance of panel members assessing this application 
and I endorse the overall application supported by relevant evidence.  On this basis I 
am delighted to be able to accredit Mistley Parish Council at Foundation Level.  
Foundation status awarded. 
 
Peter Davey 
Chairman of the Essex Accreditation Panel 


