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Coronavirus 
 
Grant Allocations: Businesses in Tendring have received £56.451 million across the nine business 

support grant schemes, since the start of the pandemic. 

Almost 2,300 companies in the district were given payments by Tendring District Council (TDC) 

administering the government’s various schemes. 

At the same time as supporting these businesses, TDC has also prevented payments totalling more 

than £800,000 going to firms whose claims were not eligible or even fraudulent. TDC has also 

collected back almost £100,000 in payments which were incorrectly claimed. 

Carlo Guglielmi, TDC Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Finance and Corporate Resources 

said, “We know that this funding has been a lifeline for businesses during the pandemic, and it is 

fantastic to see just how much has gone to help Tendring-based firms since March 2020,” Cllr 

Guglielmi said. 

“We have administered nine government schemes which have all supported businesses both when 

they were forced to close, and once they re-opened to get back on their feet – the net effect being to 

help the local economy and protect jobs for our residents. 

“TDC’s response to Covid-19 has been wide-ranging, and the business support grants have been a 

huge part of that – not only in terms of the amounts of money involved, but the logistics of getting 

systems set up to administer payments from a team which usually collects them. 

One example of false claim was a company creating a sham lease for business premises, which they 

did not occupy. The location was visited as part of the grant checks as it became apparent that some 

firms would commit fraud, thinking the opportunity outweighed the risk of being caught. 

Other examples included landlords claiming instead of their tenants, or creating false leases for 

friends and family; checks to counter this include requesting bank statements and business accounts, 

and other research. This research also helped to uncover eligible businesses who had not claimed for 

grants, and offer them support. 

Many business and organisations in the three parishes benefitted from these funding schemes. 

End of Temporary Arrangements: 

➢ The Furlough (Coronavirus Job Retention) Scheme came to an end on the 30th September. 

➢ The Hospitality VAT rate (5%) also ended on the 30th September and is now 12.5% 

Training Programme 

A FREE training programme, which seeks to help young people in Tendring find a job or start their 
own business, has launched.  
 



Colchester firm Colbea is working with TDC and initiated HELLO FUTURE! training programme, 
which is designed to help 18-24 year olds into work or think about starting their own business.  
 
The six-week online programme begins on October 27 and will identify participants’ strengths and 
capabilities, build their confidence and support them in finding the right opportunities.  
 
For those who sign up to the course, it will help explain the differences between running your own 
business and give them tools to prepare for their next steps, identifying the ideal route.  
 
Participants will also be able to try out their networking skills with a group of people making similar 
decisions and hear from real people, business owners and employees, all sharing real experiences. 
 
The link below takes you through to the training pages on the Colbea website and then the drop down 
menu includes details of Hello Future programme:  
Business Training Courses | Colbea 
 
Planning Reform Bill  

A motion calling on the Government to protect the rights of people to object to planning applications, 

was unanimously passed by Tendring District Council on the 14 September. 

The motion stated that “Planning works best when developers and local communities work together to 

shape local areas” – and called on the Government “…to protect the rights of all communities to 

object to individual planning applications”. 

Media reports a few days later suggested the reforms had been put on hold by the new Secretary of 

State for Housing, Communities and Local Government Michael Gove – citing both the Cabinet 

reshuffle and concerns over the proposals as reasons for the delay. However, no official 

announcement has been made confirming the pause on the reforms. 

Neil Stock OBE, TDC Leader and Portfolio Holder for Planning, said a re-think was required on the 

reforms. 

“There are many flaws with the current planning system, and it is in need of reform; for example, I 

have always found it odd that a developer can appeal against a decision, without a procedural error, 

but local residents cannot,” Cllr Stock said. 

“But there is a fundamental principle at stake here – do we include residents, should they have the 

right to object? I would be amazed if anybody did not think they should. 

“I am pleased that we passed this motion unanimously, with cross-party support, and am glad to hear 

the Government is apparently sitting up and listening to all the concerns raised against these reforms 

– not just by us, but across the country.” 

Neighbourhood Plans  

Alresford residents went to the polls on 9 September to vote on a proposed Neighbourhood Plan 

Document. 

A neighbourhood plan is a blueprint to shape planning policy within a local area, allowing residents to 

directly shape where they live and work for the future. 

In total 483 votes were cast in favour of the plan, with 18 votes against, meaning the document was 

backed by 96% of those who turned out to vote. 

A majority was required to proceed with the plan, and the result means the Alresford Neighbourhood 

Plan will now go to Tendring District Council’s (TDC) Cabinet for ratification and formal adoption. 

Neil Stock OBE, TDC Leader and Portfolio Holder for Planning, welcomed the result. 

“A neighbourhood plan allows local areas to have a real say on the future shape of their community, 

forming part of our wider policy framework and feeding into the district Local Plan,” Cllr Stock said. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolbea.co.uk%2Fbusiness-training%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccllr.acoley%40tendringdc.gov.uk%7C23b8d688e673403bc65108d984b520dd%7C85a13c52693e4c39bdfa85c3a9047d15%7C0%7C0%7C637686735733318217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AoU1Tm2M%2BOI4CpzJnfjniNZrnaSJ2mjjhanqhpaDAXg%3D&reserved=0


“However they only work when the local community is involved in their creation. This has truly been 

the case in Alresford, not only in the development, but with a really high turn-out for this type of 

referendum when it does not coincide with another election.” 

Alresford’s draft neighbourhood plan, prepared by the parish council, had already been through 

several stages of consultation, and been found sound by an independent Planning Inspector following 

an examination hearing. 

Once adopted by TDC Cabinet it becomes part of the district’s Local Plan and is a material 

consideration when assessing planning applications in the area. 

A consideration for the Three Parishes? 

Local Planning Appeals and Applications 

Land South of Long Road, Mistley – Appeal against refusal – Construction of Medical Centre & Car 
Parking. 
Appellant – Tendring Farms Ltd. 
Awaiting the decision of the Planning Inspector. 
 
Trinity Road, Mistley – Appeal against refusal - Erection of up to 65 Dwellings.    
Appellant - Mr R Brooks and Family 
Awaiting the decision of the Planning Inspector. 
 
Anchor Inn Mistley – Appeal against refusal – Change of use to Residential. 
Appellant – Mr Tom Newman Ankerinn Ltd. 
Awaiting the decision of the Planning Inspector. 
 
Land to The North of Stourview Close, Mistley – Appeal against refusal (18/00767/OUT) to provide 
72 dwellings (70 dwellings already approved). 
On the 22nd September, the Planning Inspector allowed the appeal. 
 
(1) Mistley Place Park – (21/00453/FUL) McCarthy & Stone - Planning Application to construct 42 

apartments and 11 bungalows to provide “Retirement Living”. 

Still awaiting a Planning Committee Agenda date. 

(2) Tops’l House, High Street, Mistley – (21/00040/FUL & 21/00046/FUL) Two applications for 

change of use. The first floor to a dwelling and the ground floor to a restaurant.  

These applications were heard by the Planning Committee on Tuesday 28th September. Mistley 

Parish Council formally objected to the applications. I attended together with the immediate neighbour 

affected by these proposals. We both delivered powerful and factual presentations against both 

proposals. 

A copy of my presentations has been supplied to the Parish Council.  

Unfortunately, the committee approved the first application. As the applications, although separate, 

are mutually dependant, the decision on the second application has been deferred in order that 

further information can be gathered. 

To say that I am disappointed with ‘some’ members of the planning committee, is an understatement. 

The recording of the meeting is available on the TDC website.  

(3) Land South of Long Road / West of Clacton Road, Mistley – (21/00197/DETAIL)The Reserved 

Matters application for 485 dwellings, two hectares of Employment Land, Public Open Space and 

Infrastructure. I have ‘called-in’ this application and it is awaiting the Planning Committee Agenda 

date.  

The TDC Planning Department has forwarded the latest revised Reserved Matters documentation to 

Mistley Parish Council for their consideration. 

 



Tendring District Association of Local Councils (TDALC) 

Bullet points from the meeting and the TDC Chief Executive’s update -  

(1)Tendring District has the highest suicide rate in the whole of Essex and the second highest, per-

population in England. TDC Officers and members are working with Health and Wellbeing 

organisation and charities in order to fully understand the predisposing factors behind these dreadful 

figures. TDC Members have undergone on-line training highlighting the recognition of early warning 

signs. This training is being disseminated to Parish Councils and the public. 

(2) Health Inequalities – The life expectancy of a resident in Pier Ward, Clacton is 18 years lower than 

a resident in Saffron Walden. The Director of Public Health has stated that part of the solution in 

reducing this inequality is to Create Quality Jobs and employment for young people. 

(3) TDC has submitted its outline Business Case to the Government to have areas classified as 

Freeport Areas. These would include Bathside Bay. These would be areas designated for ‘Green 

Energy Employment’ and ‘New Skills Development’. 

(4) TDC continues to consider future dates for A120 litter picks. However, these operations require 

disruption to motorists, diversion of trained staff and equipment and cost thousands of pounds. It 

would be much better if people would not fly-tip or casually deposit litter in the first place! 

(5) Although the Planning Reform Bill is seemingly paused, the Local Government Review is still 

under consideration. The Chief Executive anticipates that there is likely to be New Structures, 

Amalgamations and Devolved Powers. 

(6) Essex County Council is reviewing its ‘Speed Management Strategy’. It is anticipated that more 

decisions will be parish based. The cost of Vehicle Activated Signs will be reduced and there will be 

more flexibility as to where they can be located. 

Small Grant Funding 

Grants from £1,000 to £5,000 are available from the East of England Coop Community Cares Fund.   
The deadline to apply is Friday 8 October at 5pm and you can complete the application form here. 
Grant decisions will be available in January 2022. Community groups and charities operating near to 
an East of England Co-op store can apply. You can find your nearest store here.  
 
Your application should address at least one of the areas below: 
 

▪ Community action– including the development of physical and virtual spaces and 
services that bring communities together.  

▪ Mental health and wellbeing  
▪ Food justice for all– including access to, and sharing knowledge about good quality, 

nutritious food.  
 
Kind Regards 

Alan Coley – District Councillor  

District Report on Behalf of:  

Alan Coley, Carlo Guglielmi & Val Guglielmi     2nd September 2021 

In an emergency which requires TDC’s assistance residents can contact the council’s Control 
Centre on 01255 222022, available 24/7.   

Fly Tipping - If anyone witnesses any fly tipping occurring, please contact TDC’s Waste 
Management Team on 01255 686768. To report a missed bin collection visit https://tendring-
self.achieveservice.com/. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukcf.secure.force.com%2Fforms%2FApplyForSupport&data=04%7C01%7Ccllr.acoley%40tendringdc.gov.uk%7Cd52db62a1d4f40b8d56808d97f38967e%7C85a13c52693e4c39bdfa85c3a9047d15%7C0%7C0%7C637680703283949692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mMmvq2qfSuzSpCzleYfOHqqHJndD5%2F9Ozst58kFO%2BRk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastofengland.coop%2Fstore-finder&data=04%7C01%7Ccllr.acoley%40tendringdc.gov.uk%7Cd52db62a1d4f40b8d56808d97f38967e%7C85a13c52693e4c39bdfa85c3a9047d15%7C0%7C0%7C637680703283959688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8DptI5KQ1uLM1ABin54M9GAiUE5FFznyaiItwI1Y5l4%3D&reserved=0
https://tendring-self.achieveservice.com/
https://tendring-self.achieveservice.com/

