
Funding for Furze Hill basketball area 
17/08/21 
 
 
Dear all 
 
I am writing to see if we have made any further progress with regards to upgrading our current 
basketball/football area at Furze Hill, which I think we have all agreed is an area which needs attention 
and improvement. 
 
I believe there were to be some investigations into potential funding for this, but have not heard any 
recent updates. We are soon to be moving into autumn and if last year was anything to go by, this area 
is likely to be waterlogged and unusable for much of the time.  
 
I have recently spoken to a site foreman for Hopkins Homes, who are building a very substantial number 
of houses behind us here on Rigby Avenue. He said there is to be some green areas in an attempt to 
compensate for the loss of green space in general, and these would include a play area etc. I was 
wondering if the parish council and /or Tendring council has been in liaison with Hopkins Homes, or 
Rose Builders for that matter, to look into enhancing the sports/recreation areas for Mistley, perhaps 
through the section 136 funding? I note from our original email exchange in March 2020 this was also 
suggested:  
 

"With regard to the Section 106 Developer Agreements with Tendring District Council 
for all of the development work which is ongoing in Mistley, the Parish Council will be 
pursuing the District Council to ensure that there are improved sports and leisure 
facilities in the Village via this route." 
 
It seems to me there has never been a better time to take advantage of the (in my opinion) 
disproportionate level of development to this local area, and ensure there are some genuine benefits 
for the residents. There is so little in way of recreation for children in this area at the moment, and I say 
this in particular reference to the teenage population. The Manningtree Highschool have now taken 
over the Manningtree sports centre, and I gather it would cost £50 to hire the indoor basket ball court, 
or £20 for the outside ones, which prices out many local families. 
 
As I have said before, I believe it would be of huge benefit to the residents to have a decent sports area 
at Furze Hill, as this is absolutely central to the local community and could be enjoyed by many families 
and young people. 
 
Please do let me know your collective thoughts on this matter, and if there is anything I can do to support 
this further, as a resident. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sarah Smith. 
On Tuesday, 25 May 2021, 10:26:25 BST, Charlotte Howell < wrote:  
 
 
Dear Carlo   
 
The Parish Council has noticed that there is already half a basketball court at the play area owned by 
Tendring District Council at Stourview Close.  It appears to be in excellent condition and is already 
fenced off.  However, it is currently only half asphalted, with the other half grass, and only the asphalted 
end has a hoop.  However, I imagine it would not be too difficult or expensive for TDC to make this into 
a full court and would an excellent improvement to the space and infrastructure already there.      
 
What do you think?  
 
Kind regards  
Charlotte  



 


