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                                 Pause in community donations 

Following an overwhelming response from Essex residents, the acceptance of new donations of 
clothes and other items for people arriving from Afghanistan has been paused. 

All receiving centres saw an outpouring of support from kind-hearted people wanting to help. The 
British Red Cross will now sort through all the donations received to date and will distribute them to 
families. 

Several families from Afghanistan have been placed in hotels in Essex by the Home Office. This is 
part of the Government's emergency response to evacuations from the country. 

Arrangements are currently being made to find permanent housing for these families, which may not 
be in the county. Anyone who is able to offer suitable housing is encouraged to speak to the housing 
department of their local city, borough or district council, or their Essex County Division Member. 

We have been supporting families, alongside partners, while they are in Essex. This includes 
ensuring they have access to health and care, as well as support to help them adjust to their new 
surroundings. 

Residents invited to have their say on the library service and learn about the principles 
guiding the service  

Two online sessions are taking place on Monday 20th September for residents to discuss their views 
and ideas with the Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities, Cllr Louise 
McKinlay.  

In these sessions Cllr McKinlay will outline ideas for key principles to help guide the service and its 
future development. Residents will be able to discuss these, as well as make suggestions and offer 
feedback. 

The County Council has firmly positioned the development of library services as a priority for the new 
administration, recognising their importance not only as places to encourage and support reading and 
learning, but also as community spaces used by all sections of local communities. 

The ambition is to enhance and upgrade the library service and ensure it reflects the needs of local 
communities. All libraries in Essex will remain open and opportunities for training and upskilling 
libraries staff will be a key priority. 

Important improvement have already been made, such as the recent landmark move to a new 
Libraries consortium, providing access to an additional six million items of stock, and the hugely 
successful Summer Reading Challenge which 17,153 young people took part in.  

Cllr McKinlay said: “I want to see libraries at the heart of our communities. That is why we plan to 
invest in, enhance and protect the library service. Talking to residents and library users about the key 
principles for the service is the first stage in our commitment to making this happen. 

“It is really important that we engage with our residents on the key principles driving the strategy. I 
would like to hear from residents who are current library users but also from people who are not 
presently using the service, so we can better understand what they want from the service.  

“All feedback and suggestions will be taken on board. This really is an opportunity for residents to 
help mould the future of our library service.” 



Residents wishing to attend the sessions can register their interest via the following links. They will 
then be contacted by email with full joining instructions prior to the event they have registered for: 

Morning session 11:30-12:30, 20th September: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/have-your-say-on-the-
library-service-tickets-169622719119  

Evening session 18:00-19:00, 20th September: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/have-your-say-on-the-
library-service-tickets-169624544579  

                   Become a Love Essex Champion today 

Love Essex and the BLUEPRINT to a Circular Economy Project are excited to announce the launch 
of their new volunteer scheme – Love Essex Champions – on 1 September. By signing up to become 
a Love Essex Champion, Essex residents can help their community to waste less, recycle more, and 
make small changes to save the planet. 

People who join the Love Essex Champions Facebook group will receive a range of fun challenges 
each month. These will involve activities such as sharing posts on social media, creating short films, 
involving your friends and neighbours, or attending talks and events. Activities will vary from month to 
month and offer something for all interests, hobbies, and lifestyles. 

By becoming a Champion, you will have access to training and resources about sustainable lifestyles 
and volunteering. You will also have the chance to become an expert on Love Essex campaigns, and 
get support to organise your own activities in your local area. 

The Love Essex Champions have been created by Love Essex and the BLUEPRINT to a Circular 
Economy Project. BLUEPRINT is led by Essex County Council and has a total budget of 5.6m euros, 
of which 3.8m euros were provided by the European Regional Development Fund via the Interreg 
France (Channel) England programme. 

Cllr Malcolm Buckley, Councillor for Waste Reduction and Recycling, said that the Love Essex 
Champions will play a pivotal role in helping to build more sustainable and inclusive communities. It’s 
so easy to get involved and do your bit to reduce waste, increase recycling and protect our valuable 
resources.  

More information is available on the Love Essex website, or you can visit the Facebook group to sign 
up. 

                         First net zero carbon school building in Essex 

Sweyne Park School in Rayleigh has become the first in Essex to enjoy a new, net zero carbon 
building. The new building highlights how we are taking steps to be more sustainable and our plans to 
address climate change. It is the start of similar projects planned across the county in the future. 

Buildings are currently responsible for 39% of carbon emissions around the world. However, this new 
building was made in separate parts, away from the school site. This is more sustainable as it 
reduces carbon emissions and waste. 

It is also powered by electricity created by solar panels on the roof. This can power the school due to 
the energy-saving measures used inside, including LED lighting and electric heating. The building 
includes six new classrooms, a staff room, office and storage. It will support children who are deaf or 
have a hearing impairment and has enhanced lighting and acoustic standards.  

Clacton County High School and Colne Community College in Brightlingsea will also have new net 
zero carbon buildings later this year. 
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The Essex Climate Action Commission report includes the other ways we are making the county 
carbon neutral 
https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64jx5x/1fzMJKNmIfz8WHx4mzdy2h/e7c57523466f347fd6cdccb328
6c113c/Net-Zero-Report-Making-Essex-Carbon-Neutral.pdf  

Air source heat pump kickstarts eco-friendly journey for Essex couple 

A couple has praised Essex County Council for fully funding the first step on their journey to becoming 
an energy efficient household. 

Terry and Gillian Wilkins recently had an air source heat pump installed at their property in 
Wethersfield, Braintree, through the council led Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery scheme. 

The scheme, which offers up to £10,000 of funding for eligible homeowners to upgrade heating 
systems and install insulation, closes later this month. Green home improvement projects will 
continue to be funded for Essex residents over the coming months via similar Essex County Council 
schemes. 

Heat pumps like these which have been installed in their house are an incredibly efficient and 
environmentally friendly heating option and can also lower a household’s fuel bills significantly, 
particularly for off-grid remote properties or areas without access to mains gas. 

Terry explained: “We did look into oil briefly but there’s uncertainty over it being phased out. Plus, we 
didn’t want to go down the fossil fuel route, we’d rather do our bit to be environmentally friendly.” 

He added: “Previously we just relied on a log burner and old storage heaters, which wasn’t a very 
efficient setup. Initially we were looking to replace them with newer, more economical storage heaters 
but air source heat pumps were suggested to us. We were surprised to learn that the heat pump 
could be fully funded by the council’s scheme!” 

With funding available and further information provided by Aran Insulation and contractors at Warmer 
Homes UK who installed the pump, it was clear to Mr. and Mrs Wilkins that their home would be far 
more sustainably run once the heat pump was in place. 

Mr Wilkins said: “They worked very hard. You wouldn’t know the contractors had been in. They 
needed to lift carpets and move furniture to do the install, but they put everything back, hoovered up 
and they were excellent, we couldn’t fault them at all.” 

Terry and Gill are looking forward to not only lower fuel bills each month, but also a significant 
reduction in their carbon footprint. Mrs. Wilkins added: “We’re even looking into solar panels as well 
now for our home. That’s the next step we’re researching in terms of future cost savings and reducing 
our carbon footprint.” 

Councillor Peter Schwier, Climate Czar at Essex County Council, said: “It’s fantastic to see Essex 
residents taking steps to help tackle climate change. We know that larger-scale changes such as 
home improvements can be harder to incorporate into our lives than recycling and using public 
transport more. It is very promising to see so many homeowners benefiting from our free schemes to 
upgrade homes in an energy-efficient way.” 

If you are interested in future funding opportunities for your home, please email 
ghg.lad@essex.gov.uk                              

                            Marking 100 days of our new Cabinet 

Today marks the end of our new Cabinet’s first 100 days in office. Led by Cllr Kevin Bentley, Cabinet 
Members have made great progress over the past few months in addressing key areas that mean the 
most to residents and businesses. However, they are clear that this is just the beginning. 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64jx5x/1fzMJKNmIfz8WHx4mzdy2h/e7c57523466f347fd6cdccb3286c113c/Net-Zero-Report-Making-Essex-Carbon-Neutral.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64jx5x/1fzMJKNmIfz8WHx4mzdy2h/e7c57523466f347fd6cdccb3286c113c/Net-Zero-Report-Making-Essex-Carbon-Neutral.pdf
mailto:ghg.lad@essex.gov.uk


Following the elections in May, Cabinet Members set out their intentions, focused on the themes of 
Renewal, Equality and Ambition. This included helping communities and businesses to not only 
recover from the Covid-19 pandemic but to thrive, now and in the future. 

Members have had a busy and productive first 100 days in office and some of the key activity that has 
been rolled out, includes: 

•   repairing over one million square metres of roads and 40,000 square metres of footpaths and 
cycleways 

•   creating over 600 new roles for unemployed young people aged 18-24 as part of the Government's 
Kickstart scheme 

•   delivering four BT broadband contracts under Superfast Essex programme for a further 12,000 
premises 

•   starting construction of the West Mersea temporary defence barrier scheme 

•   launching a new £500,000 fund to support community action on climate change 

•   working with the Essex Climate Action Commission (ECAC) to develop and publish the ‘Net Zero: 
Making Essex Carbon Neutral’ report 

•   launching the Active Essex ‘Find your Active campaign, supported by a £1.25 million fund 

•   launching Essex Pedal Power, a £2.7million community-based project being piloted in Clacton and 
Jaywick Sands 

•   launching the new Essex Care Technology Service to support people with care needs access and 
use the latest technology to help them to live as independently as possible 

•   announcing the Essex Education Task Force which will invest £1million in reading over the next 18 
months, to support children and young people affected by the loss of learning during the Covid-19 
pandemic 

•   piloting construction methods designed to deliver net-zero, future proof, inclusive school buildings 

A full summary about all the activity that has happened during the first 100 days will be available 
shortly. 

 


