
Invitation to create a Joint Environmental Working Party 

 

Manningtree Town Council would like to invite Mistley and Lawford Parish Councils 

to be involved in the formation of a Joint Environmental Working Party 

 

This suggestion comes about as a result of points raised at the recent Essex County 

Council Climate Crisis Conference and the declaration of a Climate Emergency by 

Tendring District Council.  As you will all be aware, one of the areas that the Essex 

Climate Action Commission is concerned about is Community Engagement. Their 

latest bulletin states that Commissioners have discussed the need to engage with 

residents, businesses and schools, and to encourage them to be active 

environmental citizens, inviting a more inclusive approach. 

Manningtree Town Council have been looking at how to put these aims into practice. 

At The Climate Crisis Conference, various examples of what other Essex local 

councils are doing towards this end were presented and discussed, and it appears 

that some neighbouring councils are working together very successfully. 

The borders of Manningtree, Mistley and Lawford are blurred to say the least, with 

people often thinking that they are walking round in Manningtree, when they are 

actually in Mistley, for example. Local people from make use of the amenities and 

open spaces in all three parishes. What one council does affects residents from all, 

in one way or another. 

A barrage of suggested actions towards mitigating or slowing down some of the 

effects of climate change and improving the environment, perhaps in terms of 

increasing biodiversity, for example, can easily be confusing and overwhelming, and 

may even result in people feeling helpless and giving up because it all just seems 

too big a problem for any individual actions to make any difference. However, these 

suggestions could be narrowed down and simplified if we could work together. Any 

specific message concerning the environment or climate change that one of the 

councils wants to put across could be reinforced if all three councils were working on 

the same focus at the same time.  

It was strongly recommended at the conference that local ‘eco-groups’ and other 

interested parties be included in joint working parties, but this would be a matter for 

further discussion if a joint environment working party could be established between 

the 3 local councils as a starting point. 

A joint working party would provide a useful base for the sharing of ideas and 

priorities and would provide an opportunity to build up a useful and time-saving joint 

knowledge base. We are proposing that this working party initially comprises 2 

councillors from each council.                            Cllrs Sharon Barker and Ben Brown 


