
Pound Corner
Shrubland Road

 Mistley 
Manningtree
Essex CO11 1HS

15th June 2020

Dear Ms Clements

Access to our solar panels on our roof and vegetation that climbs into our bathroom 
windows every May and plum trees 

We have already contacted yourself on the above. Mr Gordon sent an email about three or 
four weeks ago to the local council and there has been no reply.  Thank you for your letter of 
27 May 2020. While waiting for a reply from Mr Gordon’s email Mrs Gordon spoke to the 
Chairman of Mistley Allotment and Gardeners Association over the fence. She wanted to 
know if that person who was strimming there would be able to give her the name of a local 
councillor with whom we could talk to about the above. This guy turned out to be Mr 
Appleton, Chairman of MALGA and he was not very helpful, not letting me speak by 
interrupting me, so we do not want to discuss anything of the above with him as this has been 
sort of discussed before and there will be no proper outcome as far as we are concerned.  We 
had a conversation two years ago when we wanted to know who put in the plum trees and he 
told us that he didn’t know and that ideally they need layering. We were not keen about this as 
our fence is only about 5’ high and these trees form a very safe boundary for us, all down the 
side and the bottom of our garden on the other side of the fence.
When we first moved in, the trees at the bottom looked very raggedy and we thought they 
were blackthorn and had them all cut back by about 2’ by a tree surgeon and then in August 
we found that there were lots of little plums growing on them - red, yellow, black and green. 
Since then Mr Gordon has been around and cut back vegetation on at least three occasions and 
someone else was paid to in July ‘17 as they were also blocking the light from the solar panels 
and this last autumn they again had to be cut back by a professional gardener for us. Mr 
Appleton said that he had told us that they had made an agreement with the previous owners 
of Pound Corner, Mr and Mrs Kirby, that they would have ownership of the trees provided 
they cut them back when needed under the bathroom windows. There was no mention of this 
when we bought the place and Mr Appleton certainly did not tell us this when we spoke to 
him two years ago and quite obviously, he wasn't going to be bothered with fulfilling the 
spoken agreement that was made with Mr and Mrs Kirby.  We have been here since March ‘15 
and soon after we moved in the secretary of the allotments (?) gave us a key to the padlock on 
the old gate so that we could have access to the side of our property. Now a different gate has 
been put up with a combination lock on it. Therefore, we think it would be prudent to ask if 
the maintenance of the trees (particularly beneath our bathroom windows) be now taken on by 
yourselves. As this land now belongs to the local parish council we think this is fair and 
appropriate. Also, we feel that some agreement needs to be made whereby the trees are not 
fully cut down or even cut back too low for our protection. Yes, we know that a horrible metal 
fence has now been put up around that piece of land which we didn’t know was going to 



happen. The last plan we have been sent was by someone from TDC nearly two years in 
August 2018 which didn't show this. About three years ago Mrs Gordon spoke to the architect 
about it and he told her that it was going to be landscaped for the public to enjoy.  We were in 
two minds about this but it would have looked a lot nicer. I suppose there are now going to be 
more allotments there (?) At the moment it looks like outer grounds to a prison and not the 
nice “rural” piece of land that was there when we bought the property. We heard that the 
Parish Council was going to buy this piece of land because the local people wanted that piece 
of land kept as an open space, but actually, it would seem that its what the allotment holders 
wanted .... rather undemocratic, don’t you think ! And we have been treated as though we and 
our property don’t exist !
Yours sincerely,

Duncan and Eleanor Gordon


