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Coronavirus Update 

The Shield helpline can be contacted on 01255 686700 

Community Champions - Under the Government’s Community Champions scheme 

TDC has received £220k to support outreach work in the district’s communities and 

make sure no-one gets left behind in the fight against Coronavirus – particularly 

around vaccinations. 

Lynda McWilliams, TDC Cabinet Member for Partnerships, said the funding would 

strengthen the already great work taking place in Tendring’s local communities. 

“This project is not about setting up something particularly new, but to enhance, 

improve and support the existing fantastic voluntary networks we have in our 

district,” Cllr McWilliams said. 

“The scope of the Community Champions is potentially quite broad, from making 

sure groups who might be missing out on national messaging get the latest advice, 

to helping community transport groups get people to Covid vaccination centres. 

“This funding from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is a 

real boost, and I think the work of our Community Champions will not be confined to 

the pandemic but produce a lasting legacy in Tendring.” 

It is anticipated the scheme in Tendring will see a project officer co-ordinate the work 

of around nine Community Champions, in turn working with grassroots organisations 

to support their local communities in a range of ways. 

COVID19 Support Grants - Business owners are being encouraged to check if they 

are eligible for various Covid-19 support grants following a streamlining of the 

process. 

During each set of Covid-19 restrictions – national lockdowns and localised tier 

levels, different financial support has been made available from Government for 

affected businesses, with schemes administered by Tendring District Council (TDC). 



Since the latest national lockdown was announced, TDC has worked to simplify the 

application process and streamline the numerous grants which were available. Now 

businesses are being encouraged to review the available schemes and apply for 

those they are eligible for. 

To further help local businesses, TDC has also set-up an automatic renewal 

process, so if firms have previously received a grant, they will automatically be paid 

from any new schemes which they are also eligible for without having to apply again. 

In addition to the general cash support schemes, a new Essex-wide grant is 

available for hospitality businesses to make adaptations to help them operate in a 

Covid-secure way. 

Open to small and medium firms which pay business rates – even if these are 

discounted or suspended – the Business Adaptations Grant scheme offers different 

levels of grant for different costs. These include £500 for promotion or staff training, 

£1,000 for improvements to their premises, or £1,500 for costs of setting up an 

online presence, diversifying or buying equipment to enhance income. 

This funding comes from Government via Essex County Council. 

Details of all of the grants can be found at www.tendringdc.gov.uk/business/local-

restrictions-support-grant-application. 

Vaccination Centres (Staff) - A number of TDC staff will be redeployed to support the 

vaccination centre in Clacton. Consideration will be given to supporting other centres 

locally as they are developed. 

Local Plan 

Tendring District Council (TDC) has formally adopted the first part of its new Local 

Plan. 

At a full council meeting on Tuesday, 26 January the authority unanimously 

approved Section One of the plan. A Local Plan is a strategic blueprint for 

development, and the plan adopted by TDC runs until 2033. 

Section One has been drawn up jointly between TDC, Colchester Borough Council 

and Braintree District Council, and supported by Essex County Council, taking a 

North Essex approach to the future of homes, jobs and infrastructure. 

The approved plan includes a new garden community, on the Tendring/Colchester 

border, and this can be adopted after rigorous examination by an independent 

Planning Inspector concluded it was legally sound.  

The Tendring District annual housing requirement, during the life of the plan, is 

subsequently reduced back to 550 homes. The District Council can therefore 

evidence a land supply which is well in excess of six years.  

 

http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/business/local-restrictions-support-grant-application
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/business/local-restrictions-support-grant-application


Within days of Part One of the District Plan being adopted local planning applications 

in the district for new houses were refused by Planning Officers using Delegated 

Powers, based partly on the council’s land supply figure being in excess of five 

years. It will be interesting to see if that policy change is maintained.   

Now TDC is continuing with Section Two of its new Local Plan, putting more local 

detail onto the strategic blueprint in Section One. 

A public inquiry to examine Section Two will begin around the 23rd February, with 

sessions being live-streamed for people to listen to. Details on how to do so will be 

published soon. 

The Local Plan will be in place until 2033, but will have to be reviewed every five 

years. 

Planning Applications 

(1) Anchor Public House, Mistley – The Planning Application for change of use was 

heard by the TDC Planning Committee on the 19th January. The Chairman of Mistley 

Parish Council and I spoke against the application. The application was refused. 

Separate to this application Mistley Parish Council had previously successfully 

requested that the public house be classified as an Asset of Community Value. 

I hope that the community group seeking to raise funds and purchase the public 

house engage in constructive dialogue with the owner of the premises, in order to 

reach an amicable solution. 

(2) Land East of New Road, Mistley - Variation of condition 13 of the approved 

application. The applicant Carla Homes, has now submitted a revised planning 

application (21/00036/OUT), which moves the access 1.5 meters to the north. 

The applicant states that this change now complies with condition 13 and has been 

agreed with Essex County Highways. This will need to be confirmed. 

(3) Land East of Long Road, Mistley – On the 11th January Carlo and I received a 

virtual presentation of the applicant’s proposals for the site and the 485 dwellings to 

be built. 

There was little detail to see as the plans were in the main sketches of the layout 

with now design indications. However the developer committed to providing on site: 

➢ A shop and café 

➢ Walk and Trim Trails 

➢ Larger gardens (than what we don’t know) 

➢ Electric Vehicle Charging points 

➢ Wildlife Provisions including Swift and Bat boxes 

➢ Flexible areas in homes to accommodate Home Working 

 

The communal areas and open spaces will be managed by a Service Company and 

dwelling owners will have to contribute to this cost. (This arrangement also exists on 

the Hopkins Homes site at Forrester Road). 



 

Although an approved Reserved Matters exists for the first stage of this 

development, the developer has submitted a new Reserved Matters for all of the 

area approved for dwelling construction. This has the potential to provide some 

greater clarity. 

However, the application for a Heath Centre on the front of the site still exists and is 

awaiting a committee date. The developer has submitted no plan yet for the 

commercial area at the rear of the site.  

(4) 2 High Street, Manningtree – Change of use to Dwelling. Carlo has ‘called-in’ the 

application which is awaiting the Planning Committee Agenda date.  

(5) High Street, Mistley – Groundworks for the construction of 48 apartments. The 
latest update I have regarding the closed footway is that the ECC Structures Team 
has reviewed the Technical Assessment and is returning the documents with several 
comments. The TA has not been accepted at this time. 
 
The applicant’s designer now has to submit an amended TA, but it is not anticipated 
that this will be the final iteration. These engineering solutions are far from agreed, 
as safety being the primary concern. 
 
The Strategic Development Engineer does not believe that the footpath can be 
reopened in the foreseeable future. Any updates will be communicated to Parish 
Councillors  
 
(6) Land South of Harwich Road, Lawford - Erection of a Flexible Electricity 
Generation Facility with associated ancillary infrastructure, access and boundary 
treatment. 
 
This application has been ‘called-in’ and awaits a date on a Planning Committee 

agenda. 

(7) Mistley Place Park - On the 2nd February McCarthy & Stone (providers of 

Retirement Homes) will begin an on-line consultation regarding their ambitions for a 

development at this location. This consultation will last two weeks and I understand 

that the developer will be contacting local residents directly by mail. 

McCarthy and Stone state that they hope to build a selection of 52 apartments and 

bungalows, together with 41 parking places on approximately 10% of the land at 

Mistley Place Park.  

McCarthy and Stone also state that an area, yet to be accurately defined, is to be 

retained by the present owners. The remaining land gifted to the Parish Council.  

Careful scrutiny of the planning application and all its ‘benefits’ will be required. Any 

land transfer determined as a ‘Planning Gift/Benefit’ as part of the Section 106 

agreement would have to be approved by the District Planning Department and the 

Planning Committee. 



Carlo, Val and I have serious concerns about this application, as we still have many 

unanswered questions. It is essential that the public view this application and give 

their opinions regarding this proposed development. A formal planning application is 

imminent. 

(8) Shore Lane (Bradfield) - Planning Application for Change of Use from 

Agricultural to a 120 Pitch Campsite between each period, 1st April – 1st October. 

I understand that the application will be before the District Council Planning 

Committee in March. 

Planning Rules Changing 

On 30th January, the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government, the Rt. Hon Robert Jenrick MP, announced that all new housing 

developments must meet local standards of beauty, quality and design under new 

rules.  

All councils are being encouraged to publish their unique design code, so their 

residents have a say in the design of new developments in their area, and to create 

an ‘Office for Place’ within the next year which will support local communities turn 

their designs into the standard for all new buildings in their area. 

 

This sounds like a positive proposal, it’s just a shame this wasn’t put forward about 

two years ago! Details on the announcement can be accessed below. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-new-developments-must-meet-local-

standards-of-beauty-quality-and-design-under-new-rules 

Tackling Climate Change 

Michael Talbot, Tendring District Council (TDC) Cabinet Member for Environment, 

made the call to arms during a meeting of the Full Council on Tuesday, 26 January. 

TDC declared a Climate Emergency in August 2019, and work has been continuing 

apace since then to work up its approach – with an action plan being adopted in 

November last year. The overall aim is for the council to achieve Net Zero Carbon 

status by 2030. 

Cllr Talbot acknowledged the ongoing work which had been carried out by officers 

and councillors on the Climate Change Working Party, which was chaired by 

Councillor Alan Coley. He said, “The work should be on everybody’s lips”. 

He added: “An issue such as climate change has such a significance to everyday life 

in the future, and must be part of the council’s consideration in all future reports.” 

“We must not let the work done so far gather dust on anybody’s shelf, but each of us 

has a role to play; not for our own benefit, but for that of our children and our 

children’s children.” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-new-developments-must-meet-local-standards-of-beauty-quality-and-design-under-new-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-new-developments-must-meet-local-standards-of-beauty-quality-and-design-under-new-rules


Cllr Talbot also called on council colleagues to raise Climate Change at Town and 

Parish Councils and other representative groups in their wards to seek their 

involvement – as part of TDC’s aspiration to lead the way in driving emissions down 

across the district. He also asked councillors to put forward any ideas they had. 

Virtual Meetings 

 

The District Council Monitoring Officer, Ms Lisa Hastings has reminded all District 

Councillors of the requirement to observe the Council Procedure Rules during 

remote meetings of the Council 

 

Ms Hastings advised that the chat function is not to be used to make comments on 
items under consideration or to each other, move amendments or to indicate support 
or objections, all of which can be achieved by indicating to speak and making 
statements in the normal manner.   
 
The chat function is not visible to the public, because it does not form part of the live 
stream, therefore reliance on the chat facility and reference to it within meetings, 
gives the impression to the public that there are two meetings taking place. 
 
Any information contained within the chat function is also regarded as recorded 
information and is accessible under a Freedom of Information Act request. 
 

The Monitoring Officer is shortly to provide directions on how all councillors should 

appropriately withdraw from a Virtual Meeting when declaring an interest. 

 

These items of guidance are likely to also be of interest to Parish Councils. 

 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Alan Coley – District Councillor  

 
District Report on Behalf of:  

Alan Coley, Carlo Guglielmi & Val Guglielmi     1st February 2021 

In an emergency which requires TDC’s assistance residents can contact the council’s Control Centre on 
01255 222022, available 24/7.   

General Information: If anyone witnesses any fly tipping occurring, please contact TDC’s Waste 
Management Team on 01255 686768. 

 


