
Minutes 28 Sept 09 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Mistley Parish Council held on 28 September 2009 at the 

Church Hall, New Road, Mistley commencing at 7.30 pm. 

Present: -  Cllrs Rayner (Chair), Fairhall (Vice Chair), Toller, Horlock, Peacock, Rose, 

Kilmartin and Worsley 

                  R Ling (Clerk to the Council) 

                  D/Cllr Guglielmi 

                  Representative from Harwich and Manningtree Standard 

                  9 Members of the Public  

 Apologies       Cllrs Carter, Forrester and Frascinella 

                   D/Cllr Dew and Police.  

  

78.09  Co-option of Councillor 

           Following the resignation of former Cllr Thompson the vacancy had been 

           advertised and two applicants had been interviewed. The Chairman  

           recommended that Mrs Sally Toller be appointed. This was unanimously 

           approved.      

 

79.09  Declarations of Interest 

           Cllrs Horlock and Rose  declared a prejudicial interest in item 11(c) of the 

           agenda and took no part in the debate or voting on the  subject. Cllr Rayner 

           declared a personal interest in item 11(f) of the agenda 

            Councillors were given a copy of the Code of Conduct and the new 

            Declaration of Interests. They were asked to complete the declaration and return it to 

the Clerk. 

 

80.09  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

           The minutes of the previous meeting held on 17
th

 August 2009 were agreed as 

            a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 

                                                                                                  Proposed Cllr Horlock 

 

81.09  Minutes of the Cemetery Committee 

           The minutes of the Cemetery Committee held on 13
th

 September were noted 

 



82.09  Public Voice 

            The meeting was adjourned from 7.40 p.m. until 7.55 p.m. to allow members of the 

public to speak. Matters raised were (1) D/Cllr Guglielmi’s report on the work of 

TDC (2) management of Village Hall (3) allotments (4) overgrown hedges at The 

Walls/New Road junction (5) legality of fence along the Quay (6) noise caused by the 

out door event held at Furze Hill on 19
th

 September and (7) rail service between 

Harwich and Liverpool Street. 

 

83.09  Action under items raised in Public Voice 

           Under item (2) this will be discussed at an Extraordinary meeting of the Council on a 

date to be arranged in October. Under (3) the Council will endeavor to get new 

allotment sites included in the Local Development Framework. Under (4) this has 

been referred to ECC. Under (6) future events will be more widely advertised. 

 

84.09  Reports of Meetings attended by Councillors 

            Cllr Rayner reported his attendance at TDC’s Civic Service held in Frinton and on his 

visit to the out door event on Furze Hill. 

 

85.09  Registration of Furze Hill as Common Land 

            Cllr Horlock reported recent correspondence with ECC regarding his application to 

register Furze Hill as Common Land. For the sake of clarity the following motion was 

proposed by Cllr Rayner, seconded by Cllr Fairhall and unanimously approved:- 

              Further to minute No 03.09(d) of the meeting held on 2
nd

 February 2009, it is 

              agreed that Cllr Horlock act on behalf of the Council in this matter. 

              It is also noted that the land belongs to the Council by means of a 

              Conveyance dated 15
th

 March 1957 between the Public Trustee and the 

              Council by which it was agreed that the land should be sold to the Council 

              for the unencumbered fee simple in possession of £100.      

 

86.09  Matters Arising from the minutes of the Meeting held on 17
th

 August   

           1. Village Hall 

               It was agreed that an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council should be held           

   on either October 27
th

, 29
th

 or 30
th

 of October when a representative of                   

   R.C.C.E. would be present. Members to inform the Clerk of which date(s)                are 

convenient to them. 

           2  Community Workers 

               Cllr Horlock reported on a meeting he had had with the Probation Service 

               when it was agreed that a community worker would be made available to 



               the Council in the New Year. The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Geoffrey        

   King thanking him for his assistance to Cllr Horlock in carrying out various               tasks 

within the Parish  

           3. Parking in Harwich Road   

               A letter from ECC had been circulated proposing waiting restrictions to be 

                introduced at the junction of Brunswick Cut and Harwich Road. These 

                were agreed. 

                                                                                                           Proposed Cllr Rose 

          4. Tables and Chairs on The Walls greensward 

               E.mails from TDC had been circulated which advised that the making of a 

               bye law to prevent vendors placing tables and chairs on the greensward was 

               not practicable  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the vendors  

               asking them to refrain from this practice and pointing out that public liability 

               insurance and a Health and Safety risk assessment were required. 

                                                                                                   Proposed Cllr Kilmartin 

          5.  Highway Matters 

               An e.mail from ECC had been circulated and was noted 

          6.  Appointment of Footpath Representative. 

               The Clerk reported that Mrs V Trent had volunteered for this work and had 

               been appointed. 

          7.  Street Cleansing Schedule 

               A letter from TDC had been circulated asking whether the Council wished to 

               see any changes in the street cleansing service. It was agreed that no changes 

               were required.  

                                                                                                           Proposed Cllr Rose 

         8.  Feeding of Swans 

              Cllr Kilmartin enquired whether anything further had been heard from Swan 

              Watch regarding their proposals to extend the works to repair the river bank. 

              The Clerk stated that he had not received any information. 

 

87.09   Overgrown Hedges 

            Concerns were expressed regarding the obstruction to footpaths and the 

            highway caused by overgrown hedges. These had all been reported to ECC,  

            whose responsibility it was, and it was felt that the Council could only wait for 

            action. The Clerk was asked to chase these matters. 

 



88.09   Community Clean Up of Furze Hill 

            It had been suggested by the Council’s Furze Hill Warden that a community 

            clean of the area should be considered. Cllr Worsley offered to arrange for 

            publicity and she and Cllr Peacock offered to liaise with the Warden regarding 

suitable dates.  

 

89.09   Planning             

            1.  Recent planning decisions were circulated. 

            2.  There were no objections to applications to build houses on the former 

                  Peacock P.H., alterations to the Thorn Hotel or tree felling in Beckford             

      Road 

           3.  The Clerk reported that the enquiry into the appeal against enforcement             

                  action at Constable Place was to be held at Weeley Council Offices on 3
rd

          

     November commencing at 10 a.m. Anyone wishing to attend should inform                 the 

Clerk. 

 

90.09   Finance 

a. The following direct debits and standing orders were noted: 

                        £714.00 (salaries) £30.13 (photocopies)  

b. The following payments made since the last meeting were notes:- 

            R Gwinnell £170.50                            D Kirby £10.00 

            Action Fixings £120.57                       KASPA £3.59                                     

            Manningtree T.C. £317.38                 Wood for Stone £638.28 

c. The following payments were approved:- 

B Forrester £207.20                            Rose Builders £767.38             

Historical Essex  £10.00 (S137)          A and J Lighting 520.56  

Essex Police £7210.00                        Phoenix Electrical £70.41 

T.D.A.L.C £15.00                              Wood for Stone £212.75 

                                                                  

                                                                  

                                                                  

                                Proposed Cllr 

Fairhall 

            d.  Quotations for Village Hall Windows – none had been received at the                 

      moment and this therefore was deferred until the next meeting. 

            e.  Quotations for lining Village Hall car park – three quotations had been                

     sought but only two received. This was therefore deferred until the next          meeting. 

            f.  New seat at The Walls – the Chairman reported that the Lady, who had             

                 donated the cost of the new seat in memory of her husband, was not                   

    satisfied with the design. She wished it to have a length of 8ft, rather than       the 6ft one 



purchased, and she also wished it to have armrests. He had                 obtained prices for 

adding on arms to the present seat. He was also aware of         a person who would be 

prepared to purchase the existing seat from the                         Council leaving the Council to 

purchase an 8ft seat with arms. It was agreed            to defer this matter to the next meeting 

and, in the meantime, find a suitable     position for the extra seat.   

          g.   Request for grant from Rotary Club – the Rotary Club had asked for a                

   donation to sponsor a class in the Young Musician of the Year Competition              in 

2010. It was agreed to donate £70 and request that it be used to sponsor a    classical singing 

class. 

                                                                                                   Proposed Cllr Kilmartin 

91.09  Correspondence 

            Recent correspondence had been circulated by the  Clerk. Action taken was:- 

            a. Colchester Rovers C.C. – request to use Furze Hill on 8
th

 November 2009          

    and January 24
th

 2010. Agreed subject to the usual conditions.  

            b. Mistley Rugby Union Football Club – request to use second football pitch.       

    Agreed subject to a charge being set by the Finance Committee. 

            c. E.A.L.C. – offer to hold an in house training session for Councillors at a     cost of 

between £230 and £314 (depending on how may Councillors attend.           Agreed at a date 

to be arranged by the Clerk. 

            d. E.mail from ECC regarding new and revised notices to assist with                        

    indicating the weight restriction in High Street Manningtree. Agreed. 

  

92.09  Dates of next Meetings 

            Monday  2
nd

 November 2009  at the Church Room, Chapel Cut commencing at 7.00 

p.m.  

            Finance Committee – Tuesday 13
th

 
 
October 2009 at 23 New Road commencing at 

2.30 p.m. 

            Cemetery Committee – Thursday 12
th

 November 2009 at Elm House Trinity Road 

commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

            Meeting with Police – Monday 5
th

 October at Mistley Police Station commencing at 

2.00 p.m.   
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