
 

 

 MISTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
     

Unapproved 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 July, 2013 in the 

Village Hall, Shrubland Road at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 
Present Cllrs. Rayner (Chairman), Birch (Vice-Chairman), Bell, Carter, Chaplin, Fairhall, Horlock, Howell, 

Peacock, Rose and Tucker 

 County / District Cllr. Guglielmi Press Representative 10 Members of the public 

 Mr. R. Ling (Responsible Finance Officer)  Mrs. W. Saint-James (Clerk until 30 June) 

Mr. A. Lee (Clerk from 1 July) 

63.13 Apologies for absence 

There were none received. 

64.13 Minutes of the previous meetings 

The minutes of both the meeting held on 20 May and the extraordinary meeting held on 5 June, having been circulated 

previously, were agreed as a true record. Proposed Cllr. Rose seconded Cllr. Horlock and signed by the Chairman. 

65.13 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr. Rose declared a personal interest in item 9(c) and Cllr. Howell declared a personal interest in item 8 (b). 

66.13 Public Voice 

(a) A resident enquired why the Council had only written to residents in Shrubland Road about fly-tipping of 

garden waste on Furze Hill, when residents from other nearby roads were fly-tipping, and there was also 

rubbish generated by users of Furze Hill. The resident brought to the Council’s attention that the undergrowth 

of nettles had extended to the road and path in Shrubland Road, which was having an impact on parking. 

Chairman sympathised with the practical difficulties of disposing of garden waste on Furze Hill at Lawford, 

but assistance was available from operatives to help empty waste into containers. 

Action: Council to inspect Furze Hill and see what could be done to trim back vegetation 

There was also concern that during periods of heavy rain, there was a lot of water coming off Furze Hill and 

this made vehicular access difficult. 

Action: Council to look at water run-off and the width of the lane 

Action: Clerk to check the frequency of hedge cutting by Liverton 

(b) A resident brought to the Council’s attention the problem with dog fouling in Shrubland Road and requested 

that more notices should be erected to help deter dog fouling. The Chairman explained that there was only a 

limited amount which the Parish Council could do. 

(c) Cllr. Horlock enquired when the last survey of lorry movement between the Water Tower and the A14 had 

been undertaken. The Chairman replied that the Police conducted it on a random basis. A resident reported 

large lorry movements in New Road. The Chairman explained that the Police were aware of the issue and 

taking action accordingly. 

(d) Cllr. Rose reported that two trees had come down along Green Lane, but they had been cut down and cleared 

away by the Horlock brothers and himself. The Chairman thanked Cllrs. Rose and Horlock and Robert Horlock 

for their prompt action in clearing Green Lane. 

(e) Cllr. Guglielmi reported from Tendring District Council that a new consultation concerning fresh food hygiene 

on all food premises would be launched around Christmas 2013. The Council was taking initiative for 

resolving issues concerning domestic flooding and lack of amenities. The Council was participating with Essex 

County Council in a scheme to avoid duplication of resources in services assisting families with complex 

needs. The Cllr. was dismayed that no progress had been made at the planning meeting with Stour Sailing 

Club. Concerning the appeals against the planning applications for the Secret Bunker, the Cllr. had suggested 

to Council Officers to return to the site as it had important heritage features which might be lost if it were to be 

redeveloped for domestic housing. A new Head of Enforcement had been appointed. A special market was 



 

 

being held in Clacton between 18 and 20 July, with many stallholders coming from countries in the European 

Union to sell foods and goods. The data from the A120 was being analysed by the Highways Agency. 

(f) Cllr. Guglielmi reported from the County Council that participation in the new Local Authority Mortgage 

Scheme could benefit 6,000 first-time buyers to a total of £7 million. Participating Councils would commit £1 

million of their own money and the County Council would provide another £1 million. Council representatives 

attended an international conference on how the benefits of Social Investment Bonds could reduce expenditure 

on families with complex needs. Computer software and systems in Essex libraries were being updated 

between June and the end of July. The Council was putting pressure on the Highways Agency to introduce a 

ban on lorries from two-lane sections of the A12. A programme of improvements to the Highways service is 

currently being undertaken by Cllr. Bass, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation. 

Cllr. Horlock asked why the District Council was taking so long to take enforcement action at The Lane. Cllr. 

Guglielmi explained that the procedure took time and although the appeal had been withdrawn, the Council 

needed to go through the legal process. 

A resident said that work on the railway embankment near New Road was going on to the end of July and there 

might be a clash of dates dealing with road surfacing. Cllr. Guglielmi confirmed that the District Council’s 

Tree Officer was aware of the tree work on the railway embankment. 

Action: Cllr. Guglielmi to ask the Head of Transportation to liaise with Network Rail 

67.13 Matters arising from previous minutes 

(a) Item 145.12 – Update on Trim Trail at Furze Hill – Cllr Howell announced that ten obstacles had been 

installed in clearings on Furze Hill. There had been positive feedback from adults and children. A few final 

adjustments were being made to some installations. There was concern about the possible build-up of litter 

around the Trim Trail, but this would be monitored and if necessary then litter bins could be installed. Cllr. 

Howell had contacted the manufacturer about whether there was a regulatory requirement for a prominent 

health and safety disclaimer in case of an accident. Apparently, signage was not mandatory, but if the 

equipment was shown to be defective, then the manufacturer would be liable. The work on the Trim Trial 

should be completed in the middle of the following week. There would be a launch event to officially open it 

and also a community event organised in September. Cllr. Howell thanked Phil Chatfield and Ali Mercer for 

their work, and also acknowledged the 130 hours spent by the Payback Team in clearing the site. 

(b) Swan Basin repairs – Clerk reported that Cllr. Rose had recently revised the specifications for the repairs and 

the Clerk would write to six potential contractors to seek quotations.   Action: Clerk 

(c) Item 57.13 – To consider setting up a Parish Council Surgery on a regular basis – Chairman said that Lawford 

and Manningtree Councils were to hold a joint surgery, to which residents from all three parishes could attend. 

Any queries would then be passed to specific councils. The Chairman had volunteered to assist at a session. 

68.13 Meetings attended 

(a) Allotment Working Party (a copy of the minutes was attached) – Chairman attended. 

(b) Village Hall Management Committee AGM noting changes to Trust Deed – Chairman noted that the RCCE 

preferred wording and best practice had been used in updating the changes to Trust Deed, so that the 

Management Committee reflected interests proportionately. There was an extra vacancy for a member of the 

Council to the Management Committee, which Cllr Birch volunteered to undertake. The Chairman proposed 

and Cllr. Carter seconded. 

(c) AONB for Dedham Area – Cllr. Rose attended and a Newsletter was available. 

(d) Parish Transport and Community Rail – Cllr. Horlock attended a meeting concerning the Mayflower Rail 

Branch Line. Also attended a meeting concerning bus services in the locality, which included complaints 

about: delays and cancellations of buses; accessibility for passengers with disabilities; and the lack of facilities 

at the new Colchester Bus Station. 

(e) Youth Community Award – Chairman and Cllr. Chaplin attended a meeting of the three Councils. Cllr. 

Chaplin explained that this scheme was being set up by the three councils to award children having acted 

selflessly in the local community, such as working with the elderly. There would be two awards: one for an 8-

11 year old and one for an 12-18 year old. The prize would be an engraved trophy plus a £200 voucher, also 

possibly a voucher for runners-up. Applications in September would be advertised locally, with a closing date 

in November and a presentation in Manningtree library on 13 December. The awards were intended to be as 

inclusive as possible and would be advertised in schools, churches, sports clubs, library, The Hub, doctors’ 



 

 

surgeries, scouts and guides. Applications forms would be available in local Post Offices and Manningtree 

library. 

(f) Tree Warden’s Report (a copy of the Report was attached) – Ali Mercer reported that Ash-die-back was firmly 

established in East Anglia. The Warden had written to Mr. McMillan about one large oak on his land, which 

was failing and posed an increasing danger. Also had perhaps found a tree older than ‘Old Knobbley’. Cllr. 

Rose suggested that the Council write to the Warden giving permission to carry out a Survey Management 

Plan for veteran trees and to also commend her for work with the Trim Trail.  Action: Clerk 

(g) Police – Chairman reported that the meeting did not take place. 

(h) Meeting at Tendring District Council with Stour Sailing Club – The Chairman attended TDC Planning 

Committee on 28 May, which considered the Stour Sailing Club’s application for a new starting hut. The 

Chairman reported that the Stour Sailing Club’s preferred choice was 0.3 metre higher than planned, although 

reduced from 8.5 to 7.5 metres in length, with plans now for disability access as well as storage for the rigid 

inflatable boat, barbeques, canopies and for activities other than sailing. When Stour Sailing Club 

representatives questioned what interest Mistley Parish Council might have with their application, the 

Chairman reminded them about the Conservation Area Management Plan and also that Mistley parishioners 

lived in close proximity to the site. Further consultation on future planning applications was inevitable. 

69.13 Payback Team Work Coordinator 

The chairman explained that Cllrs. Peacock and Horlock, Phil Chatfield and Ali Mercer had used the Payback Team in 

the past and proposed that Ali Mercer be appointed as Work Coordinator to ensure what work was going on using the 

Payback Team. Cllr. Horlock seconded and agreed unanimously. Action: Clerk (included with 68.13 (f) above) 

70.13 Planning 

The Planning Working Party met on 13 June and recommended no objection to the Planning Applications listed at 

items (a) to (e): 

(a) Ref. 13/00555/FUL for the erection of a 3 bed house with vehicular access at 104 Harwich Road. There is 

concern regarding the narrowness of the plot. 

(b) Ref. 13/00569/FUL for erection of rear conservatory, facilitated by demolition of rear single storey and outside 

WC, closing up of side access doorway and conversion of window to French doors to give access to 

conservatory at 20 Harwich Road. 

(c) Ref. 13/00592/FUL for demolition of existing former public house and construction of 3 detached dwellings at 

The Peacock, Clacton Road. Suggested that provision be made to store recycling and refuse close to the kerb to 

ease congestion on the road during recycling and refuse collection. 

(d) Ref. 13/00604/FUL for a single storey extension for private use at Charterhouse, 115 Harwich Road. 

(e) Ref 13/00334/FUL for the erection of dwelling and detached garage at Fairview, Heath Road. 

The Council agreed that items (a) to (e) be dealt with together. Cllr. Rose proposed, seconded by Cllr. Horlock 

and agreed unanimously.        Action: Clerk 

(f). The Council made no comment on the Planning Application Ref. 13/00691/FUL for tree work at Seafield 

House, School Lane.         Action: Clerk 

(g) The Chairman reported that no further proposals had been received for the Stour Sailing Club's new starting 

hut. 

(h) The Chairman reported that two appeals had been made against two refused planning applications for former 

Secret Bunker, Shrubland Road. The Chairman proposed to oppose the appeals based on the Councils three 

objections: (i) destruction of the actual building which was meant to be preserved; (ii) over-development of the 

area; and (iii) lack of on-site parking. The Chairman proposed submitting the Council’s objections to the 

appeals to the Secretary of State.       Action: Clerk 

71.13 Finance 

(a) The Finance Working Party met on 23 May and made recommendations to the Council, concerning the 

headings under which the uncommitted budget should be allocated: 

(i) An increase to the Clerk’s and RFO’s weekly hours, respectively by two hours and one hour, which would 

increase not only the salary budget but also income tax and National Insurance payments making a total 

increase of approximately £2,500. 



 

 

(ii) It was necessary to include the Furze Hill Warden as the Council’s employee and to deduct PAYE and NI 

from the Warden’s wages. The hourly rate of pay to be increased from £7.50 to £8.50. The total increase 

in the budget would be approximately £500 per annum. 

(iii) Councillor expenses to be increased from £1,000 to £1,200 to cater for any training needs. 

(iv) Grants budget to include for possible assistance, up to a maximum of £1,700, to the Witchfinders Football 

Club, in demolishing the old Pavilion. 

(v) Open Spaces budget increased by £1,000 towards the cost of maintaining the Trim Trail project at Furze 

Hill and £1,000 for restoration work on the Swan Basin. 

(vi) Allotments budget increased by £3,000 for possible initial costs for provision of new allotments. 

(vii) Costs for emptying the Cemetery rubbish bin increased from £358 to £1,000. 

Chairman proposed, seconded by Cllr. Birch and agreed unanimously. 

(b) Noted the following Standing Orders and Direct Debits had been paid since last meeting: 

R. Ling £111.00 (RFO’s salary)  W Saint-James £586.48 (Clerk’s salary) 

A&J Lighting £103.62 (street light maintenance) 

(c) Noted the following cheques were signed since the last meeting: 

Premier Signs £686.40 (signs for The Walls and Furze Hill) 

HM Revenue and Customs £89.80 (income tax and National Insurance) 

(d) The following payments were approved: 

W. Saint-James £586.48 (Clerk’s salary, June)  A. Lee £300.30 (Clerk’s salary, part of June) 

Friends of Historic Essex £10.00 (subscription) Suffolk C.C. £500.00 (public notice board) 

Status Office Services £9.48 (stationery)  Tendring D.C. £110.08 (litter bins) 

I. C. Rose £41.86 (Cllr’s expenses)   P. Liverton £901.20 (grass cutting) 

R.C.C.E. £66.00 (subscription)    R Ling £167.00 (RFO’s salary, June) 

W. Saint-James £59.93 (Clerk’s expenses)  B. Forrester £190.80 (Warden’s wages, June) 

Open Spaces Society £55.00 (subscription)  Essex Police £8,432.00 

Witchfinder FC £200.00 (ground clearance)  Essex Playing Fields £25.00 (subscription) 

Bruce Landscapes £102.00 (fixing notice board and play equipment inspection) 

R Ling £450.00 (reimbursement for payment to skip hire company) 

Proposed by Cllr. Fairhall, seconded Cllr. Peacock and agreed unanimously. 

(e) To consider a request for a grant from the East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (a grant of £100 

was made last year). 

Cllr. Bell proposed a grant of £200, seconded by Cllr. Tucker and agreed unanimously. 

(f) To consider a request from the River Stour Trust toward the cost of producing a Guide of the Trust and its 

activities. A grant in the £50-£100 bracket is requested. Cllr. Birch proposed a grant of £100, seconded by Cllr. 

Peacock and agreed unanimously. 

(g) Free the Quay had made a request for financial help. The Responsible Financial Officer advised that making a 

grant to a protest group could be illegal under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. The Clerk was 

awaiting advice from the Essex Association of Local Councils.    Action: Clerk 

72.13 Correspondence 

The following items of correspondence were noted: 

(a) To consider Manningtree Town Council’s request that Mistley Parish Council contact Essex County Council 

Highways to provide a sign at the junction of Long Road / New Road for a weight restriction of 7.5 tonnes in 

order to deter heavy vehicles using Brook Street for access to Station Road and the High Street.  

      Action: Clerk to confirm Council’s support by letter 

(b) Bethany Chamberlain – access for local riders in the Mistley area, in particular Furze Hill woods. Rosemary 

Smith spoke on behalf of Beth Chamberlin, in support of her letter to the Council, suggested specific bridleways 

and footpaths could be designated in Furze Hill woods, to separate horse riders from dog walkers. The Chairman 

asked the Council whether it would agree to set up a Working Party, which could include members outside of the 

Council, to undertake without prejudice a feasibility study to examine horse riding access. Chairman proposed, 

seconded by Cllr. Howell. The proposal was carried by nine votes for and two votes against. Cllrs. Fairhall, Rose 



 

 

and Tucker volunteered as members of the Working Party. The Chairman proposed that Beth Chamberlin and 

Rosemary Smith be members of the Working Party and that he would be Chairman. 

Action: Cllr. Horlock to provide advice from ECC and TDC about changing byelaws 

(c) Harwich Haven Authority’s response to Mistley Parish Council’s letter about selling boats near Hopping 

Bridge.         Action: Clerk to reply to letter 

(d) Community Led Planning Network’s Information Session on the new shape of Public Health and Wellbeing 

provision on 17 September     Action: Chairman to attend meeting 

(e) Tendring District Council – Parish and Town Council Emergency Plan Surgery on 2 July and Get Ready For 

Winter Workshop on 3 September (both at Weeley) – noted 

(f) Essex Association Of Local Councils – County Updates May and June 2013 – noted 

(g) Tendring District Council – Locality Board meeting on 9 September at 18.00 at Weeley – noted 

(h) Report of meeting of Mayflower Line Action Group at Manningtree Station – no action 

(i) Crime Statistics for May and June.   Action: Chairman to liaise with Essex Police 

(j) Essex County Council – notification of Traffic Orders for Tendring Hundred Show – noted 

(k) Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB summer newsletter – noted 

(l) Bruce Landscape's report on the play equipment at Furze Hill – noted 

(m) Chairman had received an e-mail from a resident concerned that improvements to the surface of Green Lane 

had resulted in vehicles increasing speed. Cllr. Rose confirmed that Green Lane was a public footpath with 

vehicular access to landowners, who should drive sensibly. 

Action: Chairman to liaise with Essex Police 

73.13 Dates of next meetings 

Full Council Meeting: Tuesday 27 August in the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

Planning Working Party: Thursday 11 July at 25 New Road at 11:00 a.m. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:55p.m. 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………… Chairman Date …………………………… 


