
 MISTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 27
th

 February in 

the Village Hall, Shrublands Road, Mistley commencing at 7.30 pm 

 
Present Cllrs M Rayner (Chair), F Fairhall (Vice Chair), D Bell, A Birch, G Carter,  

  J. Chaplin, A Norman, R Horlock, I Peacock, I Rose and I Tucker   

    District Cllr G Guglielmi 

   Press representative  

   18 Members of the Public 

   R Ling (Clerk to the Council) 

 

12.12   Apologies None 

 

13.12 Declarations of Interest  

Cllrs Horlock and Rose declared an interest in item 16(d) of the agenda and took 

no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 

 

14.12 Co-option of Councillors 

The confidential minutes of the Interview Panel had been circulated and were 

noted. It was proposed by Cllr Rose, and seconded by Cllr Horlock, that Andrew 

Norman and Iris Peacock be co-opted on to the Council. Agreed unanimously  

   

15.12   Minutes of the Meeting held on 9
th

 January 2012  

With the substitution of “Little Lambs Pre-School” for “Mistley Norman School” 

in minute No 03.12 (7), these were agreed as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman 

                             Proposed Cllr Horlock 

 

16.12 Public Voice 

The meeting was adjourned between 7.40 p.m. and 8.10 p.m. to allow members of 

the public to speak. Matters raised were (1) Representatives from EDME Ltd gave 

a presentation of the Company’s plans to redevelop their premises between the 

High Street and the Quay (2) the Pound allotments (3) D/Cllr Guglielmi gave a 

report on the District Council’s budget, reorganisation of Planning Department, 

housing stock, the Stour A.O.N.B., and Tesco’s development. (4)  poor rubbish 

collection service and (5) Constable Place, High Street. 

 

17.12 Action to be taken under items raised in Public Voice 

Under (1) comments will be deferred until the planning application is received but 

it was felt to be important that access from the High Street should not only be by 

way of the Swan Basin area but also from The Towers direction. Under (2) a 

Working Party of Councillors and Allotment Association members should be set 

up to discuss matters of mutual interest. Under (4) and (5) these were referred to 

D/Cllr Guglielmi     
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18.12 Matters arising from minutes of 9
th

 January 2012 

 a. Quotations for plaque on the Pound 

    Two quotations had been received but it was agreed unanimously that at least  

     one other quotation should be sought.             

 

19.12  Meetings attended by Councillors 

 a. The Chairman reported on a meeting organised by E.A.L.C., attended by a  

     number of Cllrs, to discuss the timing for preparation of Neighbourhood Plans. 

                It was agreed that this should be deferred until TDC’s Local Development 

                Framework is in place and the budget allocation be released for other work.  

 b. The Chairman also reported on a meeting with the Police, notes of which had  

     been circulated. The final decision to close Mistley Police Station had not yet  

                been made and the Police were seeking an alternative venue to meet with 

                members of the public.  

 

20.12 The Walls Working Party 

 The notes of The Walls WP held on 7
th

 February had been circulated. 

 Matters arising were (1) the hedge plants had now been ordered at a cost of £198  

 plus VAT  (2) an application for planting has been submitted to the  

 Environmental Agency and approval for the work to be carried out is expected  

 shortly and (3) it was agreed that the quality of the water running under the  

 bridge should be tested. 

 

21.12 Queen’s Jubilee 

 Details of the three day celebrations had been circulated and were explained by  

 the Chairman. Thanks were expressed to Rose Builders, EDME Ltd, the Co- 

 operative Society and other traders for their support.  

 

22.12 Parking in California Road 

 Cllr Chaplin reported that the parking situation had deteriorated to such an extent  

 that the Community Bus would no longer use the road to pick up pensioners. It  

was agreed that the Chairman would report this to the Police to see if anything 

could to done by using the Considerate Parking Initiative. 

 

23.12 Allotment Rent 

 The Clerk reported that, following the notice to quit the Pound allotments given  

 by the owners in June 2009, no invoices for the rent had been received or paid. It  

 was agreed that this situation should not continue and the rent from June 2009 to 

 the present date, amounting to £412.50 should be paid. It was also agreed that the 

 rent for the additional plots taken up by the Allotment Association in the past 

 year, amounting to £75.00, should be paid. 

It was proposed by Cllr Rose, and carried unanimously, that the Council continues  

to support the allotment holders on the Harwich Road site and will continue to  

seek suitable long term plot sites.   

A Working Party consisting of Cllrs Fairhall, Cllr Horlock, Mr P Chatfield and  

Mr M Appleton was appointed. The terms of the Working Party were to  
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determine (1) suitable acceptable sites that could be purchased or leased on behalf  

of the Allotment Association and (2) an agreement between the Parish Council  

and the Allotment Association regarding the collection of rents on behalf of all  

plot holders.     

 

24.12 Street Lighting 

 The Clerk had circulated a list of roads where the County Council were the street  

 lighting authority and a list where the Parish Council were the authority.  

 In anticipation of the County Council consulting on which lights could be 

 switched off from midnight to 5.00 a.m. it was agreed unanimously (a) that no  

lights under the control of the Council should be switched off and (2) that the  

Council would consider the switch off of some lights in Long Road, School Lane  

and Rosewood Park.  

 

25.12 Witchfinders Football Club. 

 The Clerk reported that the Club wished to demolish the derelict Pavilion adjacent 

 to its changing room and had asked the Council for assistance. It was agreed by 9  

votes to 1, with one abstention, that the Council would submit, to TDC, the  

Application for Prior Notification of Proposed Demolition at a cost of about £40  

and, in the interest of public safety, to ensure that an asbestos survey was first  

carried out. 

 

26.12 Cycling Events on Furze Hills 

 The Clerk had circulated an e.mail from a local resident complaining about the  

two events held on Furze Hills each year by the Colchester Cycling Club, stating 

that wildlife were disturbed, footpaths were damaged and car parking caused 

problems. It was agreed to take no action as the footpaths used were away from 

the area of the wood mostly inhabited by wildlife and the damage to them was 

little more than that caused by walkers and dog owners. However, if another 

application is received from the Club, it would be informed that notices should be 

placed at key entrances to the woods warning the public of footpath closures and 

that improved car parking facilities must be agreed with the Council.     

 

27.12  Planning  

 

 a.  Recent planning decisions had been circulated and were noted  

 b.  The minutes of the Panning WP meetings on 9
th

 January, 16
th

 and 20
th

  

      February were agreed and the decisions noted.                  Proposed Cllr Carter. 

c. The Chairman asked that the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan should be 

deferred until TDC’s Local Development Framework was in place. This was 

agreed. 

d. The Chairman stated that it was important that a vehicular right of way from 

The Towers to the Quay should be established and the minutes of Council 

minutes in the 1970s might throw some light on this. The minutes will be 

examined. 
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28.12  Finance  

 a.  The following Standing Order was noted:- 

  £664.00 (salaries)  

            b.  The following payments made since the last meeting were noted:- 

  HMRC £199.25 (PAYE and NI)  

  G Bodsworth £380.00 (Village Hall – repeat of cancelled cheque) 

  Veolia £103.13 (water supply)  

 c.  The following payments were approved:- 

  B Forrester £254.40  Status Office Services £46.80 

  HMRC £199.25  Colne Housing Society £1000.00 S137 

  Veolia £736.78  Navigus Planning £50.00 S137 

  G Glausiusz £412.50  Original Landscape Design £234.88 

  G Glausiusz £75.00  Bruce Landscapes £48.00 

  Tendring DC £200.00    

                                                                                      Proposed Cllr Tucker  

e. A request for a grant from the Manningtree Museum was considered and it 

was agreed that £50.00 be given. Voting 8 for 0 against with three abstentions. 

Cllrs Horlock and Rose declared an interest in this item..  

 

29.12  Correspondence  

 The Clerk reported recent correspondence and the following decisions were 

 made:- 

a. Bruce Landscapes – report on play equipment. Mr Bruce be asked to quote for 

the replacement of the  rotten posts. 

b. Manningtree Business Chamber – event on The Walls 8
th

 April. A request for 

financial assistance was received. As this was a profit making venture the 

Council only agreed to help by supporting the organisers in their request for 

rubbish clearance.  

c. Welcome Home Trustee – re-appointment of Trustee. Agreed that Mr D 

Warner be re-appointed for a second three year term.  

.   

 

30.12  Dates of next meetings 

  Parish Assembly and Council meeting Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.00 p.m. 

 Planning WP Thursday 15th March at 11.00 a.m. at 25 New Road (not 22
nd 

March as on the agenda) 

Advanced notice of Cemetery Committee 29
th

 March 7.30 p.m. at Elm House  

            Trinity Road  

   

 

   Meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.  

 

 

 

Signed……………………       (Chairman)       Date………………… 


