
M I S T L E Y   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 11 April 

2011 at the Village Hall, Shrublands Road, Mistley commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present:      Cllrs Rayner (Chair), Fairhall (Vice Chair), Carter, Horlock, Kilmartin, Peacock, 

                   Rose, and Toller;  

                   District Cllr Guglielmi;  

                   15 Members of the public 

 

Apologies:  Cllrs Worsley and Forester; R Ling (Clerk);  

                    District Cllr Dew  

 

18.11 Declarations of interest 

 No additional declarations were made at the meeting.   

 

19.11 Minutes of the previous meeting. 

 With a correction under section 28.11 of ‘made’ not ‘mad’, the minutes of meeting 

held on 7
th

 March 2011 were agreed as a true record. 

 

20.11 Public Voice 

The meeting was adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Matters raised 

were :- 

 (1) Parking on Trinity Road near cemetery where an accident had occurred; (2) Swan 

Basin – the swan has been repainted but frost damage to the stone work and mastic 

had been noted. A re-opening ceremony was suggested for when the work is 

completed and basin filled. (3) District Cllr Guglielemi advised of the forthcoming 

election and stated that he had very much enjoyed coming to our Parish Council 

meetings. The Big Society has been officially launched and the application forms are 

now on line.  Projects can now be submitted and to be reviewed by the panel. While 

no action has been possible on the Mistley Quay fence he stated that there is work 

continuing behind the scenes which cannot be reported. Many items have been 

postponed until after election and some decision making is best left until new 

administration is in place 

 

21.11 Action necessary on items raised under Public Voice 

 (1) Issue to be reported to local parking services for an assessment and PCSOs to be  

            made aware for possible action under Considerate Parking Initiative. (2) Conservation 

Officer to be contacted for suitable contractor to undertake repairs. 

 

22.11 Matters Arising from minutes of 7 March 2011 

 a. Swans on the walls.  

    The Chairman reported correspondence from RSPCA where concern was raised  

     about the birds gaining access to the road. The RSPCA supported the idea of 

     providing barrier fencing at the relevant points. Correspondence had also been  

     received from TDC Environmental Services which stated that analysis of  

     droppings from the site showed no particular health hazard and thus no enforceable  

     action would be taken. It was agreed that the incoming Parish Council should set  

     up a working party to make proposals for a barrier. 



 b.  The Pound.  

Quotations are being sought for the work to repair the brickwork and to remove           

the railings. When the tree order lapses, the tree will also be pruned. 

 

23.11 Reports of meetings attended by Councillors 

 a) Foundry Court Luncheon Club. Cllr Fairhall attended. The Club will keep going 

until June with current funding. It needs to be publicised more to make it financially 

viable.  Posters have been made and put up.  Cllr Peacock advised that a poster has 

not been received by the Village Hall. Chairman to provide.  

 

 b. Transport meeting. Cllr Horlock advised the Manningtree Village Shopping Bus, 

leaving Ramsey at 10:30, then to Rigby Avenue and onto Fiveway's Car Park.  A 

time-table is to go up at the Bus Stop.  

  

 c. Cllr Rose advised that the Essex Bat Group will be using the facilities of Furze Hill 

on 14 September 2011. They will meet at 18:45 in the car-park and walk down to the 

lake and to survey what bats are flying around.  All are encouraged to come along and 

see what happens. 

 

24.11 Planning 

 a. Recent decisions made by Tendring District Council were noted 

  

 b. Applications considered by the Planning Sub-Committee:  

 1. Building to the rear of Constable Place. The sub-committee proposed that 

the application to change the roof height and changes to the existing walls be 

opposed as it appeared to be a move to get retrospective approval for the 

building that is subject to a demolition order. A recent meeting with TDC 

official confirmed that TDC are still actively pursuing the enforcement order. 

(It was noted that in recent Planning Newsletter, TDC have been successful 

with action against contraventions of planning rules.) Proposal agreed. 

 2. Mistley Park Place ticket office. The sub-committee proposed rejection as 

the building is far too large and represented creeping development of the site. 

Proposal agreed. 

  3. Demolition of garden shed at  6 Mistley High Street. No objection approved 

 4. Dropped kerb at 27 New Road. The sub-committee supported off road 

parking. Approved 

 

c.  Comments on consultation on Mistley Waterfront and Urban Regeneration 

Area Supplementary Planning Document. MITHRAS had commented on the 

document and in general their comments were supported especially 

concerning employment opportunities from non port activities. The sub-

committee queried the viability of the document given the current adoption 

process of a new Local Development Framework. The report covers the main 

issues but is very aspirational and subject to co-operation of local 

stakeholders. TWL to be pressed to provide definite plan for use of buildings 

owned by Edme so that proposals for redevelopment could be made. No real 

mention of rail link to London. Heavy goods access to the waterfront should 

only be via existing point by the Towers. The sub-committee’s comments 

were approved. 

 



d.  Comment on Essex County Council consultation document on street materials. 

The sub-committee agrees with the proposals in the maij but notes that the use 

of blue setts in the conservation area needs to be highlighted and that fencing 

at watersides needs to be defined. The sub-committee’s comments were 

approved. 

 

e.  Land off Harwich Road. The consortium that owns the field and allotments are 

proposing to apply to build 27 dwellings. The allotments would be moved to 

bottom of the plot of land and some land would be given for use as a rugby 

pitch and to build a new clubhouse.  The sub-committee considered that this is 

quite an important area and a lot of people have put a lot of effort in to the 

allotments. While the opportunity provide land for communal use was 

welcomed the concept plan was unacceptable. Number of houses on site is 

excessive and not in keeping with rural location.  It was noted that in the 

current planning local plans the area is allocated for open space. TDC have 

also said that the allotments should remain. Access to the development would 

be Midfield Road or Rigby Avenue where the road is narrowed by on-street 

parking. The redirection of the footpath was also apposed. The sub-

committee’s comments were approved. 

 

25.11 Foundry Court Luncheon Club 

  This item had been covered earlier.  

 

26.11 Big Society Fund 

 There is a Big Society Fund that can make grants  to projects that enhance community 

assets and important local environment features. £15,000 is the maximum but a quick 

response scheme can give funding up to £10,000. It was agreed that a working party 

should be set up by next Council to consider possible local projects. 

 

27.11 Finance  

 a. The following standing orders and direct debits were noted  

  - Richard Ling £830.00 (salaries) 

  - Canon UK £83.74 (photocopying) 

 b The following payments were approved: 

  - Forrester £148 (Furze Hill Warden) 

  - CPRE £29.00 (subscription) 

  - A& J Lighting £144.00 (street light repairs) 

  - Mistley Village Hall £56.25 (hire of hall) 

  - EALC £481.15 (affiliation fee) 

  -Phil Liverton £516.00 (grass cutting) 

  -Status Office Supplies £40.91 (stationery) 

  - D A Price £234 (work on behalf of Village Hall Management Committee)  

 

28.11. Correspondence  

a To note resignation of Andrew Norman. The Chairman thanked him for his 

efforts especially in respect to documenting the use of blue setts. 

b Mistley RUFC purchase or lease of the Village Hall. The Village Hall 

Management Committee opposed the request as several local clubs and 

societies could be disadvantaged. Mistley Parish Council supports the Club 

and noted that it is moving forward with two teams and a youth programme. It 



was noted that there is little or no mention of Mistley RUFC in the local press 

Given the issue of the Charity Commission and the loss to the village as a 

whole, the request was rejected. However, it was agreed to consider proposals 

from the Club for a long lease of land of Furze Hill for the club pitches and 

land for a new clubhouse. 

c Request for support for Big Beach Bash 17 September. It was agreed that 

MPC should support this community activity.  Councillors agreed: a donation 

of £150. 

d EALC Matters and County Update including training sessions were noted. 

e. Bus Pass Update. Essex County Council will now be responsible for issuing 

passes but the concession has not changed.  

f Emergency Services shared accommodation. After discussions to try and 

coordinate the local fire and police stations in a new building. the Essex Police 

Property Rationalisation Board are not planning to progress the proposals. The 

proposal is for the Police to move into the fire station and sell the Police 

station in due course. 

g. Rev Christine Hills thanked Mistley Parish Council for the Council’s 

generosity and will keep the Parish aware of events.  

h. Dustbin collection days will be a day later in the weeks after both holiday 

periods. 

 i.  Spring events at Flatford - a notice to go up on village hall notice board 

 

29.11 Date of next meeting (includes AGM) 

Monday 23rd May 2011 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m.  

 

30.11 Exclusion of Press and Public because of the confidential nature of the matters to be          

discussed 

 a Confidential minutes of meeting on 7 March 2011 

 b Matters arising 

 

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………….Chairman        Date ………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

 

1. The confidential minutes of previous meeting on 7 March 2011 were approved as a true 

record. 

2. Matters arising 

It was noted that, further to the comments reported in the main meeting, the RSPCA had said 

in their letter that they were seeking accurate information and scientific advice on the feeding 

of the swans. They wanted to keep this aspect confidential for the time being until such 

advice was received and a considered response could be made by the Society. 

 

Signed ………………………………………… Chairman     Date ……………….. 


